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A legislative committee began holding meetings on Aug. 28 to consider changes in the Constitution
after 24 cabinet officials petitioned the Supreme Court on Aug. 7 for immunity (amparo) from
enforcement of amendments which, they say, infringe on the electoral rights of all citizens. Among
those meeting with the lawmakers were Labor Minister Francisco Rosales, Foreign Minister Ernesto
Leal, and Finance Minister Emilio Pereira. Another cabinet officer, Minister of the Presidency
Antonio Lacayo, is filing a separate suit against a related amendment.
The ministers are asking the Court to rule that two articles in the Constitution are unconstitutional.
One establishes a second-round presidential election if no candidate wins 45% of the vote and the
other requires cabinet ministers and vice ministers who wish to run for elective office to resign
their current positions at least one year before the elections. Affected by the requirement are the
president of the legislature, cabinet ministers and vice ministers, and other officers with cabinetlevel rank such as the human rights prosecutor. Also included are Supreme Court justices and
magistrates of the electoral council (Consejo Supremo Electoral). The ministers are most concerned
about having to resign their posts to run for elective office. This year, cabinet ministers still in their
jobs after October would be ineligible to run in the November 1996 elections.
Rosales and other opponents of the requirement couch their objections in terms of electoral equality
of permitting citizens to vote for the candidate of their choice whether or not that candidate be a
sitting cabinet minister, and for any candidate who is otherwise qualified to seek office. "We are
asking the Court not to enforce the articles that affect our equality," said Rosales. "This business
that ministers have to resign violates equal treatment. If every official who has political aspirations
had to resign, their resignations would amount to a coup, because it would create a power vacuum."
These new rules are part of the massive constitutional reforms that were adopted in July after
five months of acrimonious debate between the legislature, which passed the amendments, and
President Violeta de Chamorro's administration, which vigorously opposed them.
The political settlement between legislative leaders and the Chamorro administration paved the way
for adoption of the amendments (see NotiSur, 07/07/95). The new attack on the electoral sections
of the Constitution mounted by members of Chamorro's cabinet gives the impression that the
political fight over the amendments that ended with the July pact is now being renewed by the
administration in the courts. During the fight over adoption of the amendments, however, it was
not the new requirement for ministers to step down before becoming candidates that drew fire from
the administration. Indeed, it was scarcely mentioned in the struggle between the two branches of
government. Rather, Chamorro was especially opposed to another change in election rules included
in the amendments that prohibits close relatives of the president from seeking the presidency.
This prohibition would affect Lacayo, who is Chamorro's son- in-law and the president's choice to
succeed her (see NotiSur, 05/26/95 and 06/16/95).
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Lacayo has announced his resignation effective Sept. 7. He said he will pursue relief in the courts
from the prohibition against his candidacy and will seek the presidency as nominee of the Proyecto
Nacional. The Proyecto, a centrist political movement that he launched in April with administration
backing, is generally regarded as a vehicle for his bid for the presidency (see NotiSur, 04/28/95). The
Proyecto will hold its convention in March to choose its presidential nominee, and Lacayo says he
will run if he wins the nomination. "I am resigning to work for the Proyecto Nacional, independently
of my candidacy, because there has to be an alternative [political] force, one in the center that is
not looking for confrontation," he said. [Sources: Central American Report (Guatemala), 08/18/95;
Notimex, 08/28/95; Agence France-Presse, 08/06/95, 08/07/95, 08/29/95; Reuter, 08/29/95]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

